FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Human Rights Defenders Convene Workshop to Strengthen Protection Mechanisms and Coalition
Governance

Monrovia, Liberia | 3 July 2026

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), in partnership with
the Liberia Coalition of Human Rights Defenders (LICHRD) and the West African Human Rights
Defenders Network (WAHRDN), is convening a two-day Workshop on Protection Mechanisms for
Human Rights Defenders and Strengthening the Governance of the Liberia Coalition of Human Rights
Defenders, from 3 to 4 July 2026 at the Mamba Point Hotel, Monrovia.

The workshop brings together more than 50 participants, including human rights defenders from
across Liberia, representatives of government institutions, the Independent National Commission on
Human Rights (INCHR), law enforcement agencies include the national police, development partners,
media practitioners, and regional experts from the WAHRDN. This activity is organized with financial
support from the United Nations Peace Building Fund.

Human rights defenders play a vital role in promoting democratic governance, accountability, the rule
of law, peacebuilding, and the protection of fundamental rights. However, many continue to face
threats, intimidation, harassment, and limited institutional protection, affecting their ability to carry
out their legitimate work.

The workshop aims to strengthen national protection mechanisms by increasing awareness of regional
and international standards and practical protection measures while reinforcing the governance,
coordination, and sustainability of the Liberia Coalition of Human Rights Defenders, which exists since
2002.

Over the two days, participants will discuss legal and policy frameworks for the protection of human
rights defenders, risk assessment and security planning, emergency response mechanisms,
documentation of violations, digital security, psychosocial well-being, and stronger collaboration
between state institutions and civil society. The workshop will also review LICHRD's governance
structures, strategic priorities, coordination mechanisms, and long-term sustainability.

Speaking at the opening of the workshop, Christian MUKOSA, the OHCHR Representative in Liberia
said:

"Human rights defenders are indispensable partners in advancing justice, accountability, peace, and
inclusive development. Ensuring a safe and enabling environment for their work is both a human rights
obligation and an essential pillar of democratic governance. This workshop reflects our shared
commitment to strengthening protection systems while enhancing the capacity of Liberia's human
rights defenders to serve communities across the country."

The Chairperson of the Liberia Coalition of Human Rights Defenders (LICHRD), Mr. Neidoted Boye
Torbor emphasized that strengthening the Coalition's governance will improve coordination among
Liberian Human Rights Defenders and enhance collective advocacy on key human rights issues.

The West African Human Rights Defenders Network Chairman, Mr. Clement Voule, reaffirmed its
commitment to supporting national protection mechanisms across West Africa through stronger
national coalitions, regional solidarity, and effective responses to emerging risks facing human rights
defenders. He noted since the inception of WAHRDN, has established itself as a key regional player in
the human rights protection ecosystem, developing an integrated approach that combines advocacy,



direct protection of defenders at risk, capacity building and cooperation with regional and
international human rights mechanism.

The workshop forms part of OHCHR's continued support to Liberia in promoting civic space,
strengthening national human rights institutions, advancing democratic governance, and supporting
the implementation of international human rights obligations. This engagement will enhance the
advocacy for approval of the Human Rights Defenders Policy that was developed with the financial
and technical support from OHCHR. It should be noted that the HRDs are playing key role in the
ongoing Transitional Justice processes and the need for protection of HRDs before and when the War
and Economic Crimes Court (WECC) and the National Anti-Corruption Court (NACC) will be established.

For further information, please contact: Christian MUKOSA, OHCHR Representative in Liberia at:
mukosa @un.org



